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Fontbonne College now has a fitting dwelling to house her treasures of the past, a
place that in its classical restraint and solid loveliness reflects her faith in the power
of the past to. energize the minds and hearts of her students and faculty. All of that
which is good and true and beautiful is carefully kept where it can become a
motivating force for the creative energy of the Fontbonne community, where together
students and teachers are attempting to build a new world, one in which reverence
for the Word gives direction and meaning to all the other words-spoken and written.

Faced with the problems of increased enrollment and with a desire to continue to improve its
mission to society, Fontbonne College found it necessary to plan a new library building to replace
the one on the fourth floor of Ryan Hall. And as with many other urban colleges, land space was
already a problem. As studies of the master plan were evaluated, it was obvious that the most
logical place for the library was in the center of the mall that was traditional to the campus.
Functionally this has proved ideal, for the new library unifies the cultural and intellectual activities
that take place at the north end of the campus. A quadrangle has been created by facing the
building toward the inner campus, thus giving the three existing buildings an atmosphere of
quietness and peace.
The library as it now stands is the center of the academic life of the campus, unifying the intellectual
and cultural activities that go on in the academic facilities of Ryan Hall, Science Hall and the Fine
Arts Hall - the three buildings grouped on north campus. And with its entrance facing Ryan
Hall (the main building which houses administrative offices and the chapel), the functional
relationship between divine and human values upon which Christian education is based becomes
vividly manifest.
In its completed form the library harmonizes with the existing buildings in scale and materials;
but it has its own identity as a modern building with all the advantages of the latest technology in
engineering, building techniques, and materials. The base and retaining walls are of the same
Missouri granite as the adjacent buildings. Windows cut in precast concrete panels blend with
the limestone on the other buildings. And the proportions of the library allow sufficient view into
the quadrangle, at the same time protecting needed privacy.
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Functional yet a thing of beauty, the stairway rises in contrasting patterns of concrete and granite
from the Ground Level to the Second Level. The reinforced concrete bent spinal beam is supported
at the landings and at the granite wall. Sandblasted to texture, the treads are individual precast
terrazzo units.
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The general stack area is on this level. Occasional groups of study tables separate the stacks, and
private carrels are around the perimeter. The carpeted lounge here pictured faces a large glass area
which views the quadrangle. The sculptured piece in plaster with a bronze patina finish is of Job
and was designed and executed by Sister Carmelyn Bommarito, CSJ . Other features of the Second
Level are a Conference Room, a Faculty Study, two typing rooms, and the Curriculum Library.
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It is in the behind -the-scenes areas where the vital workings of the library take place. These
technical areas include workrooms where books are processed and the adjoining smaller offices
where books and magazines are accessioned, catalogued, and readied for circulation. Each
technical area, like the one pictured here, has its own outside view of the campus through
bronze-tinted glass.

The library contains 39,000 square feet of floor area. The present capacity
is 104,000 volumes with the possibility of increasing this to 200,000
volumes without adding to the size of the building. The entire structure
is both heated and cooled by electricity and makes use of recovering heat
from light fixtures either to exhaust in the summer time or recirculate
in the winter. The total cost of the library is $1,225,700, including
equipment and furnishings which cost $115,500.

"In modern education, the quality of an institution's library in a large measure
determines the quality of education offered. No college can operate without an
effective library any more than it can teach physics or chemistry without a laboratory."
LOUIS B. WRIGHT, Ph.D.
Director of Folger Shakespeare Library
Dedication speaker: October 15, 1967
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